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BY HAND 


September 15, 2017 


Residency Review Committee 
Office of the Registrar 
Mitchell Building (First Floor) 

University of Maryland 
College Park, Maryland 20742 

Re: Mr. Minijiong Wu 

University I.D. 114844088 

Appeal of Initial N on-Resident Classification (August 31. 20171 
Gentlepersons: 


am a full time second year civil engineering graduate student in the A 
James Clark School of Engineering at the University. I was competitively 
admitted to the University as a doctoral candidate in June 2016 upon 
receipt of a master’s degree from Zhejiang University of Technology in 
Hangzhou, China. I reside and have resided with my mother and 
stepfather at 1616 Park Avenue, Baltimore, Maryland 21217 since 
admission to the University in June 2016. My parents have been my sole 
means of support as a student in China as well as in the United States. 
My stepfather (bom January 6, 1945) is retired and has owned and 
resided in the Bolton Hill section of Baltimore City for more than ten (10) 
years. .1 am the beneficiary of an approved first preference immigrant 
visa petition filed by my mother, a permanent resident of the United 
States. My current “duration of stay' 1 "F-l" status is the only visa 
available because the Chinese immigrant visa category has been and 
remains "oversubscribed." Copies of the current U.S. Visa Availability 
Bulletin, my duration of stay (“D/S”) U.S. Visa No. 20161691650181 
(expiring June 16, 2021) and my resume are collectively attached for the 
ready reference and review of the Residency Review Committee as Exhibit 


On August 25, 2017, a signed “Petition for Change in Classification for 
Tuition Purposes” accompanied by the “Declaration of Victor H. Sparrow, 
lil and additional supporting materials was submitted at the Office of 
the Registrar” in College Park. It was signed by me as well as by my 
stepfather, a citizen of the State of Maryland and the United States. 

After examination for completeness by Residency Evaluator Brian Leak 
it was notarized by Ms. Toya Garrett Williams, a notary public and 
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employee of the University m, «„ . . 
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elicit and obtain parent'anTrS^ f^ Record * CSS! 
residency practice throughout the U^T mfbrmation on University 
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United States Bureau of Citizenshin ■ 
authorization, it would be aSdnst th ? T em P Io ^nt 
the United States. Moreover, my stepfett T t0 ** em P Io y ed in 
receives Social Security as his sole - P ^ ( born JanU£ uy 6, 1945} 
Federal and Maryland Under the ^rnt 
required to file United States Income T» T “ d haS not been 
income and status during Severn IT? Retums @ v en his meager 
volunteer teaching foreign 8 


2 ‘ 

program of studies that * fu mis e ® of my doctoral 

valid until its expiration date 'Iw?* f-oked, a visa is 
expired passport is still valid If vou h ’ V ^ d U ' S ‘ visa “ 311 
expired passport, do not removed fro 3 V& ld Vlsa in y°ur 
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completion of my doctoral program.2 mted States u P° n the 


outside of the State of Maryland "me Jm “if at ‘ ended Scil ° o1 
admission to the University Any Lmrif? ^ a PP !i oation for 
candidate for matriculation * a ® pmn g no n-residential 

of Maryland at the time of his or Lr^DnT r6Side outside 

graduate students attend school for Pphcatlon - High school and 
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r res f ***»«. Maryland 
years. ,t is respecttully^suSed “T (I °' 

rebuttable presumption would never frit r r s P ecui ative 
citizen or permanent resident annhri f WGre & United States 
university. ^ 3nng for admission to a Maryland 


Missin g information. 


The Preliminary Denial incorrectly asserts that ^ ,• 

Sparrow, III” i s legally insufficient iJ , Declaration of Victor H. 

you resided at 16?6 fek A^ue 1° a ?*'" dates 

verify this.” 3 This is patently incorrect SUb ™ tted d ° CUment does not 

were S o^^etifen^Ms ToyaG^tT^ir 101 ' SparTOW ' 111 
requested that Ms. Garrett--Wiiub ’ , ° y& Garrett - W fihams, we 

conferring with Residency Evaluator ^ Declaration - After 

seemed of little moment at the tim P She refused - This 

the materials in or attached to the DeH^ ^ assured Us that all of 
reaching a decision on the merits of theff WOUld be considered hi 
caution the “Declaration of Victor H W nr° Ut ° f &n abun dance of 
declaration under penalty of periurv wSh l’ DI WaS P re P ared as a 
States Code §1746(2) the leLnfn ^ me aning of 28 United 

attestation within the United States 4 nCtl ° naI ec l ui *valent of a notarial 


’ Paragraph One of the “Declaration of Victor H. Sparrow, III” states: 


Change^n > Class^c^onfo| V T\hfionP^(^s”^f^^jj^g^ C ^?|^ t * < ? n . * S “P^ ^12^ 
Registrar of the University of Maryland on or aboutAugnst25 ,20 H ^ wiBl the ° ffice ofthe 

M945ri the "c i t^of 2 Phi lade Ip tha inftfct™" havin 8 b «n bom on January 

with my wife, Ying Jin, a perXenTSSST?«*» currentlySe 
Petitioner at 1616 Park Awnue^^timoret^yl^toid^^ 1 !^ ^ t3tGS ste P son > the 

4 28 United States Cote §1746(2) provides in pertinent part as follows: 

CLy ^r regulation, order, or retirement made 

he sworn declaration, verification, certificate statement ^ eslBbIi8hed ’ ^proved by 

Ae same (other than a deposition, or an oath ofoffice T V”* 0 * ° f ^ P™ 

official other than a notary public! such matt» ’ . atb rec l u,re h to be taken before a specified 
established, or proved by the unsworn decIarationTeffifea^vS? * su W on ^ evidenced, 
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rlqu^men^as weS aftf ^ “ y VniveTait y “residency verif,cation 

f * e ^irements set out in Section 2 of Title 

^ 

desmibedl^SectiorT^of^t^VIir^iTT—l'Poli ^eaIne gn , dtose 

for Admission and Tuition oSmb^ “-^cation 

I Minijiong Wu and Victor H. Sparrow, III, in our personal capacities 

oregoing Appeal of Initial Classification Decision.” Each of the 
statements are true and correct based upon on our own personal 
knowledge. Each of the documents attached to this letter is a true 
xerographic copy of a document which is now or has been in our 

Balb^ S1 ° n ' ° n ^ 14tb day of September 2017 at the City of 

Baltimore within the State of Maryland. ^ 


SUb5Cribedb >' - <"* under penalty of perjury, and dated, tn substantial the 
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In conclusion, my position is that I have met all of the relevant 
requirements for classification as a resident of the State of Maryland for 
tuition purposes given the letter and intent of the “Policy on Student 
Classification for Admission and Tuition Purposes” of the USM Bylaws. 6 


Sincerely, 


Minijio'ngA^u 



I also seek the opportunity to support my position through complete and more extensive responses to the 
August 25, 2017, Maryland Freedom of Information and Records Act request submitted to the Office of the 
Registrar (“Records Request”). A copy of the Records Request is attached and incorporated by reference 
as Exhibit “C” to this letter. 
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